
Have you noticed that almost every movie nowadays seems like a remake, a reboot, 
or a sequel of something from decades ago?  Clothing styles are retro as well, as bell 
bottoms and dock martens and platforms have all cycled back into style.  It’s cool 
to be Old School.  So this summer, we’re going to be Old School too.  We’re going 
WAY back to our childhood, and all those crazy Old Testament stories you learned 
in Sunday School as a kid.  Stories like Noah and the ark, Daniel and the lion’s den, 
and Jonah and the fish somehow don’t get discussed much in our adult spiritual 
lives.  But are they really just children’s stories?  If we cycle back, I believe we will 
discover that these Old Testament Sunday School stories have more relevance for 
us as adults than they ever had for us as kids.  Hence our sermon series title: Old 
Testament Sunday School … Old Testament Sunday School … A New Twist on OLD 
SCHOOL!

As we look back towards these great Sunday School stories of our past, we also 
will look forward to the exciting plans for a new, separate Sunday School hour 
for children, youth and adults starting in September.  After a great deal of prayer, 
planning, listening, revising, and more prayer, we are committed to a new model for 
Sunday mornings that will be HUGE for our church.  There are several articles inside 
that touch on this new change; please read, and then contact myself or Amanda Fuls 
if you have questions, concerns, or best yet, the ability to help!

We are also beginning deconstruction in our original Sanctuary this summer.  Before 
our team leaves for Haiti, I hope that space will be empty and ready for demolition.  
Again, there are articles inside that touch on that project and how you can help.  Our 
“Lofty Goal” is to do all the demolition ourselves, so if you can swing a hammer or 
crowbar, or push a wheelbarrow, we want you!  This too is old school; building our 
church together has been an bonding experience for generations of our church at 
each stage of our building’s history.

Poised as we are for big changes and new developments, this is an excellent time 
for us to look back and celebrate all that Christ has done in our midst.  Come get Old 
School with us this summer!
 
Grace and Peace, 
Jim Gates

JUNE & JULY 2018

A NEW TWIST ON OLD SCHOOL

Embracing all. Feeding spirits. Reflecting Christ...
Changing lives forever!
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NEW MEMBERS

VISITORS

SYMPATHY

The Higgins and Mraz families in the death of Pam’s brother, Dean Mraz.
The Werner family in the death of Bev’s brother, Gary Werner.
The Lemke family in death of Patti’s mother, Inge Haldeman.
The Matthiesen family in the death of Janet Matthiesen.
The Hahn & Thompson families in the death of Scott Hahn.

Tom & Gail Daman
Jack Fraaza
Jared Fuls
Paul & Terri Goldsworthy
Devin Jaeck

Lily Messman
Cassie Neuendank
Annika Nye
Kimberly Sayers

Gordon & Charlotte Berndt
Dick & Ann Blondo
Pauline Borgen
Jody Butterfield
Brett, Lisa & Jordan Clarke
Thomas & Gail Daman
Sally Erickson
Shelley & Taylor Feiten
Brian Garrity
Jim & Carole Garrity
Ronald & Lucy Gates
Gary & Laura Gerber
Ryan, Carly & Ruby Hanney
Jack Hoogendyk
Gail Jackson
Bill & Barb Jones
Brittney King
Jason & Shannon Lange
Jacob Lange
Candy Lee
Kay McMahon
Patricia Mirman
Elizabeth & John Nye
Josh Pearson
Julie Petroske
Aaron Podeweltz

Dick & Sharon Rayborn
Lauren Rowe
Daniel Ruiz
Jose, Jennifer, Daniel & Emily Ruiz
Billie Jo Scharfenberg
Joshua & Anna Schellpfeffer
Cassie Schenck
Pat Schmidt
Amy Sherfinski
Dorothy Sherman
Larry & Phyllis Simon
Susan Skowbo
Sara Sladky
George & Pat Sladky
Marie Slattery
Linda Starr
Rachel Statezny & Scott Pearson
Wayne & Jean Swanson
Bruce Tranetzke
Patricia Tranetzke
Peggy Vick
Joanie Wawrzaszek
Tom & Mary Webster
Haley Westlund
Megan Wrysinski

MEMBERS & VISITORS
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MEMORIALS

PRAYER CONCERNS

The following members have recently been hospitalized or are dealing with  
medical issues. Please keep them in your prayers:
Barb Brown (Home)
Marilyn Christianson (Cedar Creek Manor)
Greg Falkowski (Home)
Don Hawkins (Home)
David Jenkins Sr (Pride TLC)
Dee Jenkins (Home)
John Lenz (Colonial Manor)
Laura Lenz (Wausau Manor)
Roy Olson (Mount View)
Joyce Quade (Home)
Bess Vick (Pride TLC)

SPECIAL GIFTS

Sheepshead Tairyn Sann’s Eagle Scout Project
Richard Austin Food Pantry
Shelley Feiten In Honor of Kaden Rennie’s Baptism
Kay Fuls In Honor of Taffy William’s 90th Birthday
Terry & Colleen Geurink In Honor of Taffy William’s 90th Birthday
Ruth Laak In Honor of Carson Gindt’s Baptism
Ruth Laak In Honor of Hazel Nacker’s Baptism

Noah Salyers
Bonnie Achterberg
Kay Fuls
Mary Kruse & Don Rahne
Ruth Laak
Mark & Sue Thompson
Dean Mraz
Ruth Laak
Anonymous Donation
Gary Werner
Ruth Laak
Anonymous Donation
 

Inge Haldeman
Mary Joswiak
Dale & Ruth Noth
Janet Matthiesen
Carolyn & Jerome Jacobs
Paul Boyd & Lauren Matthiesen
Stephen & Kathy Hammergren
Scott Hahn
Mary Kruse & Don Rahne
Ruth Laak
Glenn & Barb Lamping
Mark & Sue Thompson
Paul & Kay Walkowicz

Continued >
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Ruth Laak In Honor of Amelia Podeweltz’s Baptism
Ruth Laak In Honor of Evelyn Podeweltz’s Baptism
TRUIST Member Gift Through Workplace
Bess Vick Television
Tom & Ruth Wrysinski Bell Choir Supplies

BAPTISMS

                                                           Parents                                                Grandparents
Carson Gindt                                   Heather & Matthew Gindt             Howard & Karen Kapps
Hazel Nacker                                  Jennifer & Doug Nacker
Amelia & Evelyn Podeweltz       Kassidy Sann & Jesse Podeweltz    Todd & Kiva Sann
Kaden Rennie                                 Briana & Craig Rennie                      Bob Gebauer

  

UPDATE ON ANDREW WASHBURN: I am sad to report that Andrew Washburn 
resigned as our Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries on May 23.  Although 
he has only been here since September, Andrew made an impact on many of our 
students and he will be missed.  We are all grateful for his ministry and pray God’s 
blessings on Andrew, Courtney, Addison, Charlotte and Mack during this time of 
transition.
Of course, this leaves us with a big hole in our staff.  Amanda will not step back 
into a role with our youth; she’s doing excellent work in our Children’s Ministry 
and needs to remain focused on that area this Fall.  In the immediate future, I will 
resume leading Wednesday Night Youth Group and help facilitate youth Sunday 
School in the Fall.  We will also resume our search for a new candidate for the 
Youth and Young Adults position. 
Because of this change, our summer programming will change somewhat.  We 
will continue to have youth group on Wednesday nights; stay tuned to your email 
and bulletins for some changes to that format coming soon.  We will not have 
the overnight events originally scheduled for June, July and August; however, we 
have scheduled a lock-in this summer, July 27-28.  Please see the Youth and Family 
Ministry portion of this letter for a complete summer schedule.
Although this is a significant adjustment, I know that God’s good plan for our Youth 
Ministry continues; I look forward to discovering that plan alongside each of you.  
Please feel free to contact me with any questions, and please join me in praying for 
the Washburns and for our own Youth Ministry and students.
Grace and Peace,
Jim

CCPC NOTES
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SEPARATE SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR OVERVIEW (Starting September 9th):  Over 
the past number of months, we’ve been discussing the concept of a separate 
Sunday School Hour beginning in the Fall of this year.  Many of you have provided 
great suggestions and insights both in person and via survey that have helped 
shape this concept, and now we’re delighted to announce that our Sunday School 
Hour will be a reality beginning September 9th!  As a sizable change for our church 
family, we wanted to provide some details and explanation to prepare you for the 
Fall.
Why a separate Sunday School hour? Here’s a brief list of the benefits of this 
change.
For our Children and Youth: 
Relationships.  Teachers will teach twice as often (2 times per month) because 
they won’t have to miss worship.  More frequent interaction will allow student-
teacher relationships to grow deeper.  Those relationships are a key indicator of 
long term faith commitments in children and youth.
Worship education.  We will have the opportunity to educate our young children 
about how to worship, and then to include our older children and youth in the 
worshipping body.  Research has shown that participation in worship is impactful, 
almost essential, in maintaining a faith after High School.
More programming.  We will double the amount of Christian education available 
for children on Sunday mornings, with two distinct programs with differing learning 
objectives.  Our Youth will not have to chose between worship and Sunday School, 
and we can restart our High School class.
For our Parents: 
An opportunity to model your faith for your children.  Faith isn’t taught as much 
as caught.  Our children learn to worship best by watching their parents worship; 
we parent best when we direct our children and youth to Christ. This is also an 
opportunity to connect with other parents!
For our Adults: 
New educational opportunities on Sunday morning!  For those who cannot 
make mid-week classes, this offers another place where you can both A) build 
relationships and friendships in the church, and B) learn about your faith.
How will this work?  The model is described below:
9-9:50am - Sunday School for children, youth and adults + Nursery
10-11am - Worship for 4th graders and older, Kid’s Worship for 3rd graders and 
                       younger + Nursery
For Parents:
If you arrive at 9am, and your child is in 3rd grade or younger, you will drop them 

Continued >
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off for Sunday School, then go to the adult Sunday School class of your choice.  
They will be seamlessly transferred from Sunday School to Kid’s Worship by their 
teachers.  The Kid’s Worship leaders bring all the children up to the Sanctuary 
for only the Children’s Sermon, and will enter and depart the Sanctuary with 
the students.  They will then go back downstairs for the remainder of their Kid’s 
Worship experience, and you will pick them up from the large activity room after 
worship.
If you arrive at 9am and your child is in 4th grade or older, you will drop them off for 
Sunday School, then go the adult Sunday School class of your choice.  Then you will 
meet them after Sunday School and sit in worship together.
If you arrive at 10am, and your child is in 3rd grade or younger, you won’t notice any 
change at all.  They will sit with you until the children’s sermon, then depart after 
the children’s sermon for Kid’s Worship downstairs, where you will pick them up 
after church.  
If you arrive at 10am, and your child is 4th grade or older, they will simply remain with 
you in worship during the service.
For Adults without Children:
If you arrive at 9am, you will simply attend the adult Sunday School class of your 
choice. Please see the Adult Education section for class info.
What about Children’s Choir?
Children’s Choir will be offered every other month concurrent with our Sunday 
School hour (i.e. at 9am, it’s current time).  So, in October and December, for 
example, you as a parent would decide if your child would participate in Children’s 
Choir for that month, or in their regular Sunday School class.  Children’s Choir 
performances in worship will be during those months. 

LOFTY GOALS CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE/DECONSTRUCTION: We have just 
begun deconstruction of the old sanctuary by emptying out the space; but we 
have lots more to do.  Specifically, we need to tear up the floor - a big project!  We 
will be meeting from 4-8pm every Wednesday and Thursday in June to continue 
the process. If you have any time or availability to help, contact Jim Gates for 
deconstruction dates, schedules and jobs at jim@covenantcommunitypc.org. 
Construction drawings are in the works and we hope to submit those drawings for 
approval and solicit bids this summer.
Thank you to all of you who are supporting our Lofty Goals Capital Campaign financially.  
To date, here’s where we stand:
Construction - $25,870 dollars given out of $60,094 dollars pledged
Debt -  $74,360 dollars given out of $114,615 dollars pledged
Undesignated -  $43,067 dollars given out of $219,889 dollars pledged
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Because of our capital campaign, we have paid $54,000 towards our mortgage 
principal in just the last 5 months, above and beyond our regular payments.  Our 
mortgage is down to $351,497!
If you would like to make a pledge or donation to our Capital Campaign, you can 
do so on our website at http://www.covenantcommunitypc.org/capital-campaign/, 
by calling Linda Vogen at the church at 715-359-6467, or by dropping a check 
designated “Capital Campaign” in the offering plate on Sunday! 
 
SESSION HIGHLIGHTS (May 21 Meeting): Session met on May 21 to discuss 
a number of important topics, including the Capital Campaign and staffing. It 
was also concluded that due to Jim’s participation in the Haiti mission trip, this 
month’s meeting will be moved from June 18 to June 25. Please go to http://www.
covenantcommunitypc.org/our-session/ to view the full highlights. 

          
SCRIP PROGRAM: Got graduation parties or backyard BBQs planned? How about 
Dad’s big day and some fishing gear for summer road trips and camping plans? 
We’ve got gift cards from grocery stores, big box stores, sporting goods & home 
improvement stores to help with those needs! Stop by the Scrip table to see the 
extensive list of reloadable merchants to help you with your gift. After you buy 
the initial card, register it thru our Scrip program and money can be added to it 
directly from your checking account... whenever you want! Reloads with cash 
or check will process within a day or two. Stop by the table for all your needs, 
including the new 2018 Monthly Scrip Delivery Calendar. Contact Pam Higgins 
(715-573-8067) or Kate Lillie (715-581-9666) with an questions or special 
requests. 

  
 
 
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY: Our Men’s Bible Study and Lunch will continue to meet in 
June, on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month at 12pm.  All men: bring $5 for 
lunch, and join us! There will be no Men’s Bible Study in July and August. 

FOR ADULTS ONLY - VBS (July 16-18, 6-7pm): Save the dates!  From Monday, July 
16 to Wednesday, July 18, we will have our For Adults Only Vacation Bible School 
class.  Join us to talk about hot topics in the world and in our faith today.  Those Hot 
Topics are:  The Politics of Faith, Life’s Beginnings and Endings, and The Source of Truth.  
We will meet nightly from 6-7pm in the Sanctuary.  Note: VBS runs from Sunday, 

Continued >

REGULAR PROGRAMMING

ADULT EDUCATION
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July 15-Thursday, July 19, but our class will be limited to July 16, 17, and 18.  

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR FALL 2018: We have some fantastic adult classes 
lined up for the Fall of 2018!  Here’s a preview:

Starting September 9:
Sticky Faith - How to Pass on Lasting Faith to Your Children (6 weeks)
Philippians - The First Book of the Bible You Should Read (6 weeks)
The Good and Beautiful God - A Curriculum for Christ-like-ness (12 weeks)

Starting October 21:
The Praxis of Prayer - Our Most Important Spiritual Discipline (6 weeks)
Contact Jim Gates with questions or to sign up!

 
  

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (July 15-19, 5:30-8pm): Join us Sunday, July 15th 
through Thursday, July 19th from 5:30pm-8:00pm, as we venture onto an 
uncharted island where kids survive and thrive. Anchor kids in the truth that Jesus 
carries them through life’s storms. This Vacation Bible School experience is for ages 
3 through 5th grade, and nursery for younger siblings.

COME HELP US RESCUE VBS:  We are in need of decorations and supplies for the 
upcoming VBS.  If you have any fake greens, plants, drift wood, pallets, PVC pipe, 
spray paint and painters tape, we’ll take them!  Our snack list will come out at the 
end of June in the bulletin. 

COME HELP OUT THE WEEK OF VBS:  We need about 25 adults and teens to pull 
of an amazing VBS experience.  If you can commit to at least two nights, please 
sign up to serve.  This could include helping with clean up, resetting each night, 
greeting or registration.  We also need about 15 adults/teens to be CREW Leaders 
- helping the kids get the most out of VBS and moving them from station to 
station.  Contact Amanda Fuls(715-573-6296) for details and training days.

KIDS WORSHIP:  Kid’s worship for the summer will take place after the children’s 
message each Sunday morning. Ages 2-3rd grade will be escorted to the activity 
room for a Bible Story, songs, crafts and a whole lot of fun. We are excited to use 
the Jesus Storybook Bible while we focus on Jesus. Get ready to go on an adventure 
to experience the miracles and listen to the stories (parables) He told! 
  
KIDS WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS:  We are looking for 2-4 adults/youth to lead or 
help on Sunday morning. This commitment would be for 1-2 Sundays during the 
summer months, and would include gathering supplies and coming early to help 

YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY
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organize a snack. Lessons are provided, but some preparations for each class will be 
necessary. Contact Amanda Fuls (715-573-6296) if interested!

 KIDS SERMON NOTES:  Sunday mornings just got more interesting!  Kids Sermon 
Notes are available for any child staying in worship.  During the summer, fill out your 
notes and drop it in the box in the narthex. We will do a drawing each month for 
June, July, and August.  Come with an open heart to learn about God, talk to God, and 
respond to what God is saying to you! 

YOUTH SUMMER SHEDULE:  The following is an outlook at what is to come for our 
Youth Ministry this summer:

Wed., June 13 - Briq’s and Bible Study, 6-8pm

Friday, June 29 - Bowling at Dale’s Weston Lanes, 5-7pm

Friday, July 6 - Ant-Man and the Wasp (Opening Day), time TBD

Wed., July 11 - Help prepare for VBS, 6-8pm

Sun., July 15 to Thurs., July 19 - We will work at VBS together! Signup with Amanda   
                                                             or Jim to help. 

Fri., July 27 to Sat., July 28 - Mystery Lock In! Drop off is at 7pm at church, pick up is 
                                                      at 8am.

Wed., August 8 - Water Balloon Wars, 6-8pm

Thurs., August 23 - Paintball at Grand Valley Adventures (327 E. Kent St.), 5-7pm

Wed., August 29 - Lightsaber Capture the Flag, 6-8pm 

  
 
FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP FOR THE SOUL:  You are invited to join us for a simple 
meal, Wednesday, June 13, from 2:30-4:30pm. This meal is opportunity to interact 
with our Food Pantry guests and share the warmth and friendship of our Lord here 
at CCPC. We will serve ham sandwiches, chips, cookies and a beverage, followed 
by sharing a few minutes with our guests to chat and enjoy each other’s company. 
Please contact Barb Smejkal (715-298-3656), and let her know your desire to attend 
so that we have enough food! 
 
LUNCH BUNCH & CRAFT TEAM:  We have a special project for our service men and 
women in June.  Join us in thanking our military by collecting and packing boxes to 
be sent to them! On Thursday, June 14, we will be packing the boxes after the 10am 
craft hour and 12pm lunch and discussion. Come join us and bless others!

Continued >

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
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Summer Fun Potluck and Pontoon Ride  
All women of the church are invited to a potluck salad supper and pontoon ride 
at Jean Roger’s home. Punch and protein will be provided! Please RSVP to Ruth 
Wrysinski at ruthiewry@charter.net, Joan Bouldin at joanbouldin@icloud.com  
(715-573-3289), or Shirley Hodgdon at cahshirley@gmail.com (715-615-0754). 
We will need to know what you would like to bring, a count of those who will go on 
the boat/boats, and if you would like to carpool from the church at 3:30pm. 

SEATS AND FEETS:  Our Hearts of Hope families and area school counselors have 
asked for help providing the very basic necessities of socks and underwear. Join us in 
our Seats and Feets campaign to collect 1000 NEW pairs of socks and underwear to 
gift to these families. We need all sizes of each from Youth Small to Adult X-Large. 
Be creative in collecting these necessities! Shop sales and clearance; ask your 
employer to match your donation; request socks and underwear for birthday gifts, 
or host an event! All donations can be dropped off at the church. If you have any 
questions, please contact Sue Thompson at 715-571-2797.

HAITI MISSION TRIP COLLECTIONS (Donations due June 10):  Even if you can’t 
join us in Haiti this summer, you can help with our ministry there! We are collecting 
hygiene kits for our medical team to distribute, school supplies for the children 
at the Mission Starfish school, and work gloves for our team to use while we are 
there. You can bring these items to church and leave them in the collection bins in 
the Narthex. We need: soap, small bottles of shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
washcloths, pencils or pens, notebooks, paper, erasers, pencil sharpeners, rules, 
scissors, chalk and book bags! Please be aware that this coming Sunday, June 10, is 
the last day to turn any donations in! Contact Jim Gates if you have any questions. 
 
BABY BOTTLE FUNDRAISER (Donations due June 10):  We are extending the 
deadline for our Baby Bottle Fundraiser to this Sunday, June 10. We want to make 
sure everyone has an opportunity to turn in their donations to Hope Life Center’s 
amazing mission. Bottles filled with change, bills or checks, must be turned in to 
the church office NO LATER than this coming Sunday. Let’s bless this wonderful 
organization!

  

SUMMER INSTANT CHOIR (June 17):  We invite all of you who enjoy singing to 
join the choir on Sunday, June 17. We will practice at 9:30am and sing at the 10am 
service. Everyone is welcome and there is no commitment to the choir! Mark your 
calendars!

SPECIAL HAPPENINGS
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Follow Covenant Community Presbyterian Church on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/CovenantCommunityPresbyterianChurch

August/September newsletter stories due July 12th to  
Drew Bouché – drew@covenantcommunitypc.org 
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