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[ ISITORS WELCOME! |

It you are a visitor to our congregation,
welcome! We hope you will stay with us for
this year-long exploration of the Book of
Acts. You can also learn more about both
our congregation and this series, Unfinished,
on our church website at:

covenantcommunitypc.org

It you have questions about our family of
faith, please don't hesitate to contact our
pastor anytime!

JIM GATES

jim@covenantcommunitypc.org
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Indeed. each of us is a work in
progress. Individually and
collectively. we are unfinished.

This is the greatest comfort for
us as believers: wherever we are.
whoever we are,

Jesus isn't done with us yet.

Join us this year as we explore the
Book of Acts and the beautifully
unfinished life.

Acts is a book about the church trying to
discover what it means to be the church.

In Acts I:8. Jesus leaves his disciples with a
mission: to be his witnesses to Jerusalemn,
Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth.
This mission shapes the development of the
church, as the disciples strive to determine
who they are. and how they live out the call
of Christ.

The Book of Acts is. quite literally, unfinished:
it ends bizarrely with Paul's imprisonment in
Rome. and strongly conveys the impression
that the author stopped right in the middle of
the story. It does not include the deaths of
Peter and Paul just a few years later in the
city of Rome — the natural ending of a story
which is primarily about the Acts of Peter
and Paul.

More significantly, the story of the church
is itself unfinished. 2,000 years after Paul's
house arrest in Rome. the church is still
trying to discover what it means to be the
church. We have learned so much, and we
have so much ta learn.

In each era, as the church has sought a
deeper understanding of its identity and
mission, we have returned to this first
community of Christian believers, and this
book of their Acts.

Acts is the powerful story of an unfinished
Spirit-led community, striving to do the next
right thing. Today. we want to live into that
same identity; we don't know all the answers,
or even the final picture of who we will
become in the ongoing revelation of Jesus
Christ. Like the first Christians, we are
beautifully unfinished. But we are committed
to doing the next right thing, and the next.
and the next, as the Spirit leads us.

READING THE STORY
OF THE EARLY CHURCH

This year. instead of reading through the entire
Bible. we will read together through the story of
the early church, found in the Book of Acts and
the letters of the New Testament. Acts will give
us the foundation and framewaork for our year.
And as we come to the relevant passages of Acts,
we will read the letters of Peter. Paul, James. and

John.

This will not be a chronological grouping of the
letters, but rather a thematic one. So. as we
discuss Paul’s visit ta Philippi in Acts, we will also
read Paul's letter to the Philippians. As we dis-
cuss James' leadership of the Jerusalem church,
we will also read the book of James.

ADDITIONAL READINGS




