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Recap: 
Philippians 2:5 – “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Redemptive Movement Hermeneutic – God is leading us somewhere.  Each time, 
God revealed a limited amount of himself based on what we could handle 
culturally at the time. 
 
This methodology helps us avoid a “selective reading” or “static reading” style, 
where we get to unilaterally decide what passages of Scripture have authority. 
 
“Ultimate Ethic” concept and the X -> Y -> Z  
 
This Week - Key Concepts:  
 

- We can learn and apply specific criteria in reading Scripture that help with 
our discernment of temporary/cultural vs ultimate ethics. 

 
- Learning this process INSIDE the pages of Scripture equips us to have the 

mind of Jesus OUTSIDE the biblical text. 
 
Some Criteria (From William J Webb): 

1. Preliminary Movement 
a. Change relative to culture, and relative to Scripture.  Moderate 

movement.  Importance of diversity in the canon.  Importance of 
variety in the big picture (i.e. all the slavery examples). 

i. Slavery – Exodus 23:12, 12:44, Lev 25:39-43, Deut 15:12-18, 
Ex 21:20-21 & 26-27, Col 4:1, Deut 24:7, Deut 23:15-16 

2. Seed Ideas 
a. Quietly suggestive texts that contain the “seed” of a bigger idea.  For 

slavery, 1 Cor 7:21 or Philemon 15-16 or Galatians 3:23.  Dramatic 
movement in a potential form. 

b. Can a text like Gal 3:23 be utilized outside of the given topics?  
Cautiously, and in line with other Scripture. 

3. Breakouts 
a. Like a seed idea, but reflective of dramatic actual movement rather 

than potential change.  For example, on women’s leadership, think 
Deborah, Junias, Priscilla, Phoebe, etc. 

4. Purpose/Intent Statements 
a. What happens when the explicitly stated purpose conflicts with the 

explicitly stated command?  See submission texts like 1 Peter 3.  
Purpose should win out over form. 

b. Goal is NOT to be attractive to the secular world, but to fulfil the 
stated purpose of the Scriptural command. 

5. Basis in Fall or Curse 
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a. If something is rooted in the fall or the curse, we should fight 
against it. 

6. Basis in Original Creation 
a. Matthew 19:4-6 (Divorce) But also Singleness.  Sabbath, 

vegetarianism, others.  Image of God, equal rule, etc.   
7. Basis in New Creation 

a. In Christ language, texts specific to the new creation.  Gal 3:28, Col 
3:11, Ephesians 2:15, 4:24, Col 3:10 

 
Closing Thoughts: 
 
Not all these criteria will be equally effective on all topics – some may be more or 
less persuasive as they address a specific issue.  This doesn’t mean the criteria 
itself is necessarily less effective, just that its application to a particular topic is 
limited by the Scriptural text. 
 
Using multiple criteria is so important, as selecting a single one could be 
misleading. 
 
Goal of discerning a redemptive movement – consistent directional progression! 
 
Conversation: Discussion Questions 
 

1. Which of these criteria are most clear?  Which do you find most confusing? 
 

2. Why do we need specific tools (or criteria) to evaluate these “big” topics in 
Scripture? 
 

3. Pick a topic that interests you, about which there is some debate or 
disagreement in the Christian world.  How would you start researching 
that topic? 
 

4. How much evidence would it take to convince you of an ultimate ethic or a 
redemptive movement within Scripture on that topic?  How would these 
tools be helpful? 
 

5. What other criteria might be useful in this process?    


