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Recap: 
Philippians 2:5 – “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Redemptive Movement Hermeneutic – God is leading us somewhere.  Each time, 
God revealed a limited amount of himself based on what we could handle 
culturally at the time. 
 
How do we determine if Scripture is providing an ultimate ethic, or a culturally-
specific ethic as part of a redemptive movement? 
 
Scriptural Criteria & Extra Scriptural Criteria 
 
This Week: The Jesuit Method of Casuistry 
 
From Principles to Particulars 
 
Jesuit order – 16th Century 

- Age of Exploration, and Jesuits go – Pope’s emissaries to the world 
- When is “Thou Shalt not bear false witness” an absolute? 

 
Principles are the products of past experiences, and only helpful when living in 
the world those past experiences helped create.  New situations require a case by 
case basis. 
 
Key Concept – This is true for non-Scriptural principles and application of 
Scriptural teachings.  Scripture itself is not ONLY the product of the past but also 
of the living Spirit. 
 
“A general rule applies generally, and the more you descend into the particulars, 
the more it is no longer a general rule.” – Thomas Aquinas 
 
Maritime shipping in the 16th century.  Maritime insurance – is it Usury?   

- Standard case - More like insurance charged on a loan? 
- Standard case - More like a captain, paid to get goods safely from one 

place to another 
Taxonomy – how close does the case in question come to the standard cases? 
 
Jesus – Ultimate Casuistry 
Casuistry in the Bible – 1 Corinthians 7:10-24 and 10:23-33 
 
Modern Example #1: Baseball and Andy Pettitte 
Is Andy Pettitte – using HGH to heal elbow injury more like … 
Standard case – Tommy John 
Standard case – Barry Bonds 
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Modern Example #2: The Birth Control Pill 
Is the birth control pill more like … 
Standard case – Approved Catholic Birth Control (the rhythm method) 
Standard case – Condemned Catholic Birth Control (condoms, sterilization, etc)  
 
Uses and Perils of Casuistry 
Pros: 
Recognizes the contextual nature of ethics 
Enables a logical, moral application of Christian ethics on a case by case basis 
Allows novel concepts to be examined through existing ethical/theological 
framework 
Cons: 
Only works in the context of core Christian values!  When removed from 
Scriptural grounding, it can become permission giving for all behaviors 
Not all values are flexible based on their context 
 
 
Conversation: Discussion Questions 
 

1. Re-read one of the 1 Corinthian passages listed above.  How is Paul’s 
casuistry helpful in addressing a situation in the early church? 

 
2. How could Paul’s casuistry be misused to lead people away from Christian 

ethics? 
 

3. Are there other novel concepts in our world today where casuistry might 
be helpful? 
 

4. Reflect on your “topic of interest.”  How have all of the tools we’ve 
explored during this class assisted you in thinking like Jesus on that topic? 


